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effects on their economic life; because of it, and
their exclusion from the artisans' guilds in mediaeval
Europe, they were forced into trading. It also
impoverished them spiritually. The baneful spiritual
effects were partly overcome by their religion. The
three great annual religious festivals which the
Jews observe have retained their agricultural asso-
ciations and helped the Jew to maintain spiritual
contact with life on the land even when he lived in
crowded cities. It is a pathetic but significant
phenomenon that for a week in each year the Jews in
the ghettoes of Europe lived in farmers3 booths,
erected out of branches, in dingy courtyards or on the
roofs of hovels. That was during the Feast of
Tabernacles, the autumn harvest festival. Their
religion did not let them forget the intimate con-
nection between God, nature, and man. But that
was only a mitigation of the spiritual loss caused by
actual separation from a life on the land. It could
not fully make good the loss. There can, therefore,
on economic and spiritual grounds, be nothing but
sympathy with, and approval of, the Zionists' desire to
recreate an agricultural life among Jews.

They were not, however, the first to make the
attempt. The ICA (Jewish Colonization Associa-
tion) preceded them. Founded in 1891 by a large
generous fund given by the Baron Edward de Hirsch